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omissions; and on the other, the desire to render the information distinct, will account for much of the
desultory character of the work as a composition. Beyond these sources from whence the materials of the work
have been derived, the author s acknowledgments are specially due to the assistance he has had rendered him
in the course of his inquiries by personal friends, and by the secretaries of several of the societies: and it is
gratifying to be able to recur to the rarity of instances he has met with of disinclination to aEord the required
particulars. The plan of the present work, it is well to add, has been chiefly founded upon two little publications,
which may be well termed its pioneers. The first, compiled in 1836, with the assistance of John Brownlow, Esq.,
entitled, A Pocket Guide to the Charities of London. - The second, an enlargement of the same work, and
published in 1844, under the title of The Metropolitan Charities, compiled by the present writer. About the
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