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of the mouths of babes come truth and wisdom, and perhaps it s these perceptions that most reliably reveal
those simpler yet challenging times. In these adult historic fiction stories the true emotions and concerns of the
families are told, but as reflected through the eyes and innocence of the children. Freckles, the little girl from
East Hollow, and Buddy, the little boy from the City Limits had much in common due to the similar life
experiences of those of the generation of these stories. They had their carefree days at play with vivid
imaginations and outrageous adventures, but they also had the responsibility of doing their chores and
becoming a contributing member of the family. They may have been naive, having a lot to learn about life; yet
they exhibit in these stories a development of understanding, and the advancing maturity that was necessitated
by the times. It was a period when the people s greatest concerns were centered in their own town, on their own
street, or in their own backyard so to speak. These concerns were about such things as finding a job, making a
living, raising a...
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