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recent years. The introduction of the Fairchild digestive preparations and processes marked an era in applied
physiological chemistry. It was the practical beginning of our appreciation of the value of digestive ferments, of
their scope and service in the nutrition of the sick. If, as it has been said by its founder, the art of medicine owes
its existence to a recognition of the fact that food and regimen proper in health were unsuited to the sick, surely
the art of medicine has made a great advance in learning to effect digestion by proxy; by borrowing from the
lower animals the organic principles by which food may be converted into the soluble form requisite for the
nutrition of the sick. The modern application of digestive ferments by the Fairchild process to the pre-digestion
of food for the sick, may be considered as direct and scientific a development of the resources lying at our
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