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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Equatorial Guinea is nominally a multi-party constitutional republic.
Since a military coup in 1979, President Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo has dominated all branches of
government in collaboration with his clan and political party, the Democratic Party of Equatorial Guinea
(PDGE). On May 26, the PDGE won a claimed 98.7 percent of seats in the bicameral legislature and 98.1 percent
of city council seats throughout the country. The lopsided results and weak independent monitoring of electoral
processes raised suspicions of systematic vote fraud. Foreign diplomatic observers noted numerous
irregularities and the presence of military personnel at all voting stations. There were instances in which
elements of the security forces acted independently of civilian control. Security forces committed human rights
abuses. The most significant human rights abuses in the country were disregard for the rule of law and due
process, including police use of torture and excessive force; denial of freedom of speech, press, assembly, and
association; and widespread official corruption. Other human rights abuses included: inability of citizens to
change their government; arbitrary and unlawful killings; abuse of detainees and prisoners; and poor
conditions in prisons and detention facilities. Arbitrary arrest and detention, incommunicado detention,
harassment and deportation of foreign residents without due process, and lack of judicial independence were
problems. The government restricted the right to privacy, freedom of movement, and political party activity.
Restrictions on domestic and international nongovernmental organization (NGO) activity, violence and
discrimination against women and children, and trafficking in persons occurred. Societal discrimination
against persons with disabilities; ethnic minorities and immigrants; the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
(LGBT) community; and persons with HIV/AIDS was a problem. Labor rights were restricted.
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