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not seem to be able to stop. It was an open secret that gangsters such as Al Capone made a lot of money by
trading with alcoholic beverages during Prohibition and gained a lot of political influence by this. Chicago is
commonly seen as the place where gangdom first developed. Its gangster image still clings to the city today.
The most prominent events and people related to the gangs of Chicago were Al Capone and the War of Sicilian
Succession which resulted in the St Valentine s Day Massacre, leaving seven gang leaders killed and Capone as
the new czar of the underworld. For the public, the adventurous and fancy life of the gang world became the
symbol for the new mass culture that evolved from urbanization. The stereotype of the new criminal helped to
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