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of Washington From the series of events which have taken place in the churches for many years past, especially
in this western country, as well as from what we know in general of the present state of things on the christian
world; we are persuaded that it is high time for us not only to think, but also to act, for ourselves; to see with
our own eyes, and to take all our measures directly and immediately from the Divine Standard: to this alone we
feel ourselves divinely bound to be conformed; as by this alone we must be judged. We are also persuaded that
as no man can be judged for his brother, so no man can judge for his brother: but that every man must be
allowed to judge for himself, as every man must bear his own judgment; - must give an account of himself to
God - We are also of opinion that as the divine word is equally binding upon all so all lie under an equal
obligation to be bound by it, and it alone; and not by any human interpretation of it: and that therefore no man
has a right to judge his brother, except in so far as he manifestly violates the express letter of the law. That
every such judgment is an express violation of the law of Christ, a daring usurpation of his throne, and a gross
intrusion upon the rights and liberties of his subjects. We are therefore of opinion that we should beware of
such things; that we should keep at the utmost distance from every...
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