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South Sea Islanders started something when they twisted a stick in a groove. Innumerable statistics have been
published indicating the extent of our frightful fire waste. The figures are so staggering that average human
intelligence can scarcely grasp them. In this educated and civilized country a human life is sacrificed to
carelessness by fire every thirty minutes, and the victim is usually a child or a mother. The cost of our national
ash heap is about one billion dollars per annum. We are gradually coming to a realization of the enormity of
this crime, and find ourselves casting about for a remedy. When the water pipes get out of order we call for a
plumber, if in legal diDiculty we solicit the services of a lawyer. It is logical, then, that finding ourselves in the
grasp of the Fire Demon we should call for the aid of a diagnostician of fire causes - the fire insurance
specialist. We are then advised that the causes of our diDiculty are three in number. The natural causes are few
- lightning, earthquake and tornado. The so called moral causes of fire may be divided into two classes,
incendiarism and the result of indiDerence or deliberate carelessness. The physical causes of fire are many, but
almost entirely preventable. Most of our great conflagrations have been the result of extremely simple causes.
Five of our large fires, where losses have ranged from one to forty million dollars, started from these
elementary hazards: An electric iron, a locomotive spark, a cigarette dropped through a glass bull s-eye, an
ignited ball of cotton, and...
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