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anniversary of the end of World War Two, in which Churchill played such a pivotal and dynamic role. The book
covers all aspects of Operation Hope Not - the codename for the arrangements for Churchill s state funeral,
and the details of which were only made available to the public in 1996 under the 30-year official secrets rule.
The author was given access to archive papers at Arundel Castle; the Churchill Archives Centre at Churchill
College, Cambridge; the National Archives at Kew; and the College of Arms in London. In 2013 he interviewed
The 11th Duke of Marlborough - who, as the Marquis of Blandford, greeted and then accompanied the
mourners after the service at St. Paul s Cathedral; on the funeral train to Hanborough; then on to St. Martin s
Church, Bladon, where Churchill s burial took place. The author also interviewed in 2013 the Countess of Avon,
Churchill s niece, who attended the funeral, and Mrs. Minnie Churchill, who attended Churchill s Lying-in-State
and is the mother of Churchill s living heir, Randolph Churchill - Winston Churchill s great-grandson. Churchill s
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