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believe they act in accordance with their religion; just as I
question not that many, who zealously bore faggots to the
stake of the Christian martyrs, believed so too. The time has
been, when those who killed good men thought they did God
service. But let the succeeding declaration be applied by our
present objectors, -- These things will they do unto you,
because they have not known the Father nor Me. Here, then,
appears to be our error--that we do not estimate the conduct
of men by the standard of the gospel, but that we reduce the
standard of the gospel to the conduct of men. That good men
should fail to conform to the perfect purity of Christianity, or to
perceive it, need not be wondered, for we have sufficient
examples of it. Good men in past ages allowed many things as
permitted...
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