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United States -- Biography. Excerpt: ... ( Trim Line) Line) ( Trim Farewell to the Senate Thursday, December 7,
2006 Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, about 2 months ago, late Sun-day afternoon, when no one was around, | came
into this Chamber to carry out a time-honored tradition, nearly as old as the institution itself. | came over to this
desk and | opened the drawer and the tradition of carving your initials or your name into the bottom of that
drawer was carried out. As you open these drawers, as many of us do when we are sitting here listening and
debating, you tend to look at the names that are there. | see Robert Taft at the bottom of this drawer, Hugh
Scott, Everett Dirksen, Howard Baker, Bob Dole, Trent Lott, and the list goes on. And with the quiet here, you
begin to reflect a little bit. But then all of a sudden you start thinking, as you are carving your name into that
drawer, that there arent very many things that you leave that are permanent around here, but that is one. It
confronted me, as it hits me with such force today, that our time here, indeed, is temporary, and that we are
here to occupy these seats at these desks just for a period of time. We can never forget that we dont own these
seats. We dont own our presence in this U. S. Senate. It is with that recogni-tion that | address my colleagues
today. I have reflected a lot over the last several weeks, and | think...
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